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The Gospel ocean of Mother Ann 
Lee and the Elders, William Lee and 
James Whittaker. 

No. 2. 


Published expressly for the several Commu- 
nities of Believersin 1816. Rewritten by 
Tlenry C. Blinn. 


Tuts was the commencement of that 
great work which they had been waiting 
to see and which soon after filled the 
neighboring country with anxiety and 
alarm. Enquiries were made and peo- 
ple began to visit the Church from dif- 
ferent places, particularly from New 
Lebanon. When they came to see 
Mother Ann and the Elders, they were 
filled with wonder and admiration at 
the gifts and operations which they 
were under, and the clear and pointed 
plainness of the testimony against all sin. 








The ‘site of t the = ik i were evi- 
dently among the Believers, and these 
they manifested in their daily lives and 
conversation. During the season of re- 
ligious devotion they were blessed with 
manifold gifts, each in its time and or- 
der. Some were in the making of ex- 
hortations, or shaking, singing, proph- 
esying, or speaking as the spirit giveth 
utterance. 

The people asked Mother Ann and 
the Elders, why they maintained such a 
singular faith and manner of living. 

The Elders replied, ‘‘We have been 
laboring for years in the work of regen- 
eration, and have actually risen with 
Christ and travel with him in the resur- 
rection.” 

People.—‘* If you have attaiiiéd to 
that of God, which we have not, we 
should be glad to share with you, for we 





98 


THE MANIFESTO. 





want to find the best way to be saved 
from that which is wrong.” 

Elders.—‘‘If you are ever saved 
through Christ, 1t must be by walking 
as he walked, and if you have committed 
sins, you must confess them to those 
witnesses in whom Christ has taken up 
his abode. ” 

People.—‘‘ We have had the power 
of God upon us and received light and 
conviction, and have felt great tribula- 
tion for our sins: after which we have 
felt great love and releasement, and we 
think we were converted and born of 
God. Is not this the Christ?” 


Elders.—‘‘ The gifts and calling of 
God are given to souls in nature’s dark- 
ness, not because they have repented, 
but they are intended to lead souls to 


repentance. ” 
People.—‘* What is repentance?” 
Elders.—‘t To cease committing sin is 
the only repentance which God accepts, 
and this no one can do short of making 
an honest and faithful confession of all 
the sins he has committed in his whole 
life, to the chosen witnesses of God.” 
People. —‘‘ It is God, alone, that can 
forgive sins; where then is the necessity 
of confessing them to man?” 
Elders.—‘‘ God has established that 
order for all souls who have committed 
sin, that they must confess their sins be- 
fore his chosen witnesses, as will be seen 
by the Mosaic law,, and the case of 
Achan before Joshua. The baptism of 
John when the people came and con- 
fessed their sins and showed their deeds. 
All souls that commit sin are lost from 
God, and cannot know God. They that 
know God 4s‘ he is;do not commit sin, 


for it is eternal life to know God, and 
Jesus Christ whom he has sent.” 





‘* But those that commit sin are bound 
in death, and are not able to come to 
God, without help. When they come 
to Christ’s witnesses and honestly confess 
their sins, they find a relation to those 
witnesses, that gives them a relation to 
Christ and in this sense, these witnesses 
become mediators between Christ and 
lost souls. ” 

People. —‘* Are you perfect? Do you 
live without sin?” 

Elders.—‘‘ The power of God reveal- 
ed in this day, does enable souls to cease 
from sin, and we have received that pow- 
er; we have actually left off the com- 
mitting of sin, that we may live in daily 
obedience to the will of God.” 

People.—‘‘ Solomon was called a wise 
man, and he said, ‘There is not a just 
man upon earth, that doeth good, and 
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sinneth not. 


Elders.—‘‘ Solomon was under the 
law of sin, and it is evident that he com- 
mitted sin. IIe did not know Christ, 
for Christ had not then been revealed. 
Whatsoever the Law saith, it saith to 
them that are under the law, but when 
Christ came, those that believed and 
obeyed him, ceased from sin. Those 
that are in Christ are not under the law 
of sin, because they do not commit sin ; 
therefore there is no law thai can either 
justify or condemn them, bit the law of 
Christ. Christ has delivered them from 
the law of sin, and given them the law 
of righteousness and made them able to 
walk in it. They that commit sin’ are 
always in daager of the judgment of 
God.” 

‘© Tf we should be overcome and com- 
mit sin, our. case would be deplorable, 
because we havetasted of the good word 
of God, and received of the powers of 
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the world to come : therefore if we should 
fall away it would be impossible for us 
to be renewed again to repentance.” 


4 
> 





First Interviews, of Different Individuals 
with Mother Ann and the Elders. 


The extraordinary intelligence which 


was circulated concerning this strange 
religion and the wonderful spirit that at- 
tended the subjects of it, drew many 
disceruing and inquiring minds to search 
into the truth of these things. Many 
‘inquiries were made, from time to time, 
by these individuals, during their inter- 
views with Mother Ann and the Elders. 

Joseph Meacham and Calvin Harlow 
were among the first that visited the lit- 
tle Church for the purpose of becoming 
better informed in regard to the religious 
belief of the order. After many ex- 
tended conversations, as well as critical 
inquiries on the several doctrinal points 
which made this people so marked in 
their lives, and so different from the oth- 
er Christian denominations, these two 
visitors became convinced that the work 
was more in accordance with the gospel 
of Christ than any with which they had 
formerly been acquainted. 

The Elders, very kindly, gave plain 
and quite satisfactory answers to all the 
inquiries that were made. Among oth- 
er subjects this was presented to Mother 
Ann, by Joseph Meacham. 

**St. Paul says,”—‘ Let your wom- 
en keep silence in the churches, for it is 
not permitted unto them to speak; but 
they are commanded to be under obedi- 
ence as also saith the law. And if they 
will learn anything let them ask their 
husbands at home, for it is a shame for 
a woman to speak in the church.’ 





‘* But you not only speak, but seem to 
be an Elder in your church. “How do 
you reconcile this with the Apostles doc- 
trine?” 

Mother Ann replied, ‘‘ The order of 
man in the natural creation is a figure 
of the order of God in the spiritual cre- 
atisn. As the order of nature requires 
the co-operation of the man and the 
woman, so when they stand in their 
proper place, the man is the first, and 
the woman the second in the government 
He is the father and she 
is the mother, and all the children must 
be subject to the parents. ” 

‘*When the man has departed from 
the home, the right of government be- 


of the family. 


longs to the woman, so is the family of 
Christ.” 

In this reply, Joseph and Calvin saw 
clearly that the new creation could not 
be perfect, in its order, without a father 
and a mother. As the natural c:eation 
was the offspring of natural parents, so 
the spiritual creation must be the off- 
spring of spiritual parents. 

Joseph having received from Mother 
Ann an established and well grounded 
faith, set out with his whole heart to 
obey the testimony. After the decease 
of Mother Ann and the Elders he was 
chosen as the senior Elder and soon aft- 
er began the orgauization of the several 
churches or societies, that the people 
might enjoy the privileges of a life in a 
community and be better able to live in 
harmony with the gospel of our divine 
Teacher, Christ. 

Elder Joseph was unwearied and re- 
markably faithful in all th2 duties that 
fell to his charge, and left nothing un- 
finished that was for the peace and pros- 
perity of the sacred cause. 


(To BE CONTINUED. ) 
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Oan Human Society Afford to do 
Without Religion? 


GILES B. AVERY. 


THis question is suggested by a cer- 
tain class of minds, who, for want of 
greater light relative to the nature ot 
the soul, and the reality of Spiritual 
things, are drifting into Agnosticism— 
The doctrine that the existence of God 
can neither be asserted nor denied—also 
of future existence of the human soul. 

In this inquiry we do not character- 
ize religion as a mere profession of 
some one of the three hundred Creeds 
of denominations calling themselves 
Christian, but of such a faith in God, 
the Creator of the Universe in which 
we have our being, and in those reve- 
lations of His laws of righteousness to 
man, as requires and prompts the Be- 
liever to a cheerful and willing obedi- 
ence to the same, as the only source of 
true happiness to the human family ; 
consequently resulting in the Believer 
living a pure, true, good life, as judged 
by comparison with the laws thus re- 
vealed from our Creator; thus conse- 
crating his services to do God’s will, as 
the purchase of blessings to himself 
and fellow man. 

But what is this Godly character we 
should take fora guide? The Agnos- 
tic tells us, that, ‘‘ when we define this 
Theos- —God, we limit Him to the ex- 
tent of our own capacities and facul- 
ties.” But the Agnostic does not tell 
us how the capacities and faculties of 
one individual or one class of individu- 
als, tribe, or nation, as uncivilized, civ- 
ilized, enlightened and religious, come 
to possess almost infinitely higher capac- 
ities, enabling them to. elevate the 
character of their idea of God than 





those of other individuals, tribes, or na- 
tions; for he denies all knowledge of 
God by revelation! He says ‘‘ All 
knowledge and supposition of the Abso- 
lute are: none other than the image of 
ourselves, and our thoughts, projected 
and magnified in the dim twilight of the 
vast.” 

How, then, are we to account for the 
vast difference between the Fetich’s 
idea of God—some immense object of 
sense, as a great mountain, a mighty 
river, a tremendous rock, a wonderful 
tree, a terrible animal and the true 
Christian’s idea of God—a Heavenly 
Father and Heavenly Mother. If no 
revelation from God, how are we to ac- 
count for the immense difference of the 
sense of right and wrong, between the 
cannibal tribes, who, for untold ages 
have believed it right to kill a man for 
the purpose of eating him, and those 
peoples who feel and believe it to be 
wrong and wicke?, to xilla man under 
any cizcumstances, and wrong to injure 
his person or property; or, needlessly 
to pain any living being? 

Tracing human history backward, 
we observe, that, through some source, 
and, by some means, superior ideas of 
the God character have appeared, from 
one period to another, suddenly, or, as 
it were, spasmodically, and, through 
some individual agency, and not as a 
gradual development of the whole peo- 
ple of a tribe, nation. or community ; 
but, producing such tribal or national 
development. How are we to account 
for this, except by the admission of an 
All wise, Superior Intelligence, whom 
we may justly call God? And, by 
revelations from this God to such indi- 
viduals as mediators between God, and 
these mediators fellow men? 
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If no absolute and Sovereign Power, 
as God, exists, no Intelligence higher 
than man, how are we to account for 
the multitudinous superhuman manifes- 
tations of power operating upon certain 
portions of the human race from time to 
time, in all ages of history, of which 
we have authentic and reliable records? 
True, there have been prodigies of hu- 
man ability who have performed most 
wonderful and astounding feats; but, 
coincident with these phases of human 
experience there have been manifesta. 
tions of some power eutirely beyond 
the limits of the human capacity mani- 
fested through human prodigies, and, in’ 
the entire absence of human agency! 
Evidences of superhuman power, in all 
ages of human history are numberless. 
Whence their origin if there be no 
God? 

Tis done! The evident manifesta- 
tious of an Absolute Existence and 
power by whom man has being, and, to 
him, as the Creature of this Absolute 
Power, is delegated a limited portion of 
this power, are as numberless as the 
sands of the seashore! It is man’s por- 
tion, being thereby taught, to listen, 
obey, and adore! It is not necessary 
to abstract our entire conceptions of 
God from nature’s manifestations, God’s 
Works, in order to have a religious 
veneration for the Deity; neither is it 
necessary to make a God of Jesus, as 
old as his Father, and older than his 
Mother, in order to become a ‘relig- 
ious”—A Christian! There is all dif- 
ference between theological Creedism, 
and true Christian Religion ! 

Infidelity—Disbelief in God, and _re- 
jection of religion, is the recoil of hu- 
man reason against mysterious, uxphil- 
osophical creed dogmatism! It is by the 





heart, quite as much as by the intellect 
that the soul is united to God and 
Heaven ! 

The Syllogisms in the arguments of 
the Agnostics, by which they negative 
the conclusions of their own philosophy, 
result in a contradiction of human ex- 
periences the revelations of the knowl- 
edge of which are as absolute as the 
periodical incidents of day and uight. 
It is not a difficult thing to frame ver- 
bal theorems so contradictory, as, ap- 
parently, to astound philosophy itself; 
but, these apparent aphorisms do not 
present acceptable apodixis! What ex- 
perience verifies we do not care if ver- 
bal philosophy denies! In logic it can 
be proved that this side of the river is 
the other side; but, reason tells us it is 
still this side, just the same. 

There is an intuitive sense in all hu- 
man beings that inspires the idea of 
God. ‘All history tells of man’s ef- 
fort to bring God near,” thus Idolatry. 
And, ‘‘ At last we see what human pro- 
gress means, it means throwing off the 
brute inheritance through ages of strug- 
gle.” And, however God may be pan- 
oplied with attributes by the unenlight- 
ened ideas of humanity, yet, the his- 
tory of human developments declares 
revelations from God, though Agnos- 
tics, and agnosticism ma; not be able to 
acknowledge them! 

Ability, and the consequent account- 
ability have been vouchsafed to man- 
kind in different degrees, and, these 
have not been the incidental character- 
istics of race, clime, or country, but, 
exotic productions, brought from supe- 
rior spheres. And, ‘‘The present un- 
certainty” manifest by Agnosticism ‘* is 
not to endure.” There will be 
fresh word of power fur each age.” Re- 


** some 
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ligion. genuine,—the power to live a 
virtuous godly life, is a gift from the 
Heavens; the soul of man loves its be- 
hests, and glorifies its possessors! God 
be praised! Religion is the vital fount- 
ain of virtue. It is the founder of civ- 
ilization and refiaement ; it is the insti- 
tutor. the protector and defender of the 
natural rights of man. It is the enfran- 
chisement of will; the liberator of con- 
science ; it is the arbiter between judg- 
ment and mercy ; the discerner of mer- 
its and demerits, and the dispenser of 
forgiveness under the Divine law of 
love. 

Without religion—genuine, that man- 
ifests love to God above by love to man 
below, the human family slink back in- 
to chaotic darkness, instituting social 
conditions where might is law, and right 
is unknown, where selfish desire and 
animal greed prompts the courses of 
life, and demoralization and desolation 
devastate the plane of human existence, 
where love is twined to lust, and the 
beastly nature of man knows no bounds 
but those of superior brute force; 
where the finer feelings of angelic love 
and tenderness are submerged by law- 
less passions, and where the pleadings 
of the soul are silenced by the fulminat- 
ing impulses of the brutal nature of 
man. 

To abandon the religious element ino 
man isto deny the existence of God; 
to reject all accountability in man to any 
authority ; to institute unlimited. war, 
hloodshed. contention and strife, to let 
loose the dogs of pandemonium. Mul- 
titudinous are the charges of wicked- 
ness, injustice, contention and _ strife, 
murder and desolation against religion, 
(so called,) but, this is not against true 
religion, but servile creedism of human 





origin, and, as opposed to true religion, 
as fire to water; this has been the adop- 
tion of a child of hell into the family 
relation, as tutor ard guide, to blind 
the eyes of the worldly wise and eat up 
the peace of the enlisted soldier under 
the banner of human creed these set 
wide the distance between the temples 
and altars of human worshipers of dif- 
fering professors aud denominations, 
and build the walls of churches that 
separate souls, who, otherwise led by 
true religion had mingled soul to soul in 
a heavenly and angelic alliance. 

Buddha said ‘* The religious man on- 
ly is gdéod. And what is goodness? 
First, and foremost, it is the agreement 
of the will with the conscience. A man 
who devotes himself to religion, is like 
one who takes a lighted torch to a dark 
house; the darkness is dissipated.” 
‘*In reflection, in life, in conversation, 
in study, I never forget the supreme 
end, religion.” ‘* Truth is to be sought 
with a mind purified from the passions 
of the body. Having overcome evil 
things thou shalt experience the union 
of the immortal God, with the mortal 
man.” ‘: Man is perfected by convers- 
ing with God, which he can only do 
when he abstains from evil, and strives 
to imitate the Divine nature. Second, 
by doing good to others. Third, by 
turning from the absorption of material 
things.” ‘* True religion helps persons 
whe possess it to amputate from the 
body, in some degree disease ; from the 
soul indifference to one’s self and others 
good ; from the senses injurious pleas- 
ures and luxuries; from a_ household 
discord, and establishes peace, and 
union of the spirit. S 

But, the present era appears to be 
fraught with a restless effort to extri- 
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cate the race of man from the obliga- 
tions, restraints, sacrifices and blessings 
of religion. An effort to disprove the 
existence of a God as man’s Creator, 
and, as a consequence, to deny the pos- 
sibility of any knowledge of duty, or 
accountability by the possession of abili- 
ty or the dictum of revelation. This is 
not strange ; it is the ligitimate fruit of 
false, and human theology, which rea- 
son, and revelation teach man to reject. 
But, the theories of agnosticism would 
map an evolution.from a protoplasm,— 
an accident of nature, or matter, and 
matter an accident, or incident of the 
primamateria ; and, so far as this phil- 
osophy reveals, the primamateria; an 
incident of something lighter, and less 
luminous than moonshine ! 

But, a living soul cannot afford to do 


without God and religion. ‘True relig- 


ion is redemption from barbarism ; it is 


the all powerful panoply of God commit- 
ted to man to resist the assaults of all 
those evil passions that are the resources 
from whence all curses flow to man. 
It is the light that shines on the pathway 
of heaven ; it is the price that purchases 
heaven’s blessings, and the royal bene- 
diction, ‘‘ For it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the Kingdom of 
Heaven.” 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


— 
> 


DEPENDENCE UPON GOD. 


I know not what the day may bring 
Of sorrow or of sweetness, 
I only know that God must give 
Its measure of completeness ; 
I reach for wisdom in the dark, 
And God fills up the measure— 
Sometimes with tears, sometimes with cares, 
Sometimes with peace and pleasure. 





For hours éf grief and saddened face 
True wealth of heart I borrow, 





And heavenly wisdom oftenest comes 
Clad in the guise of sorrow ; 

I know not whichis best. for me 
Of all his merey bringeth, 

I know his praises every day 
My willing spirit singeth. 

I know not what my life may yield 
Of fruit that will not perish, 

I know God gives both seed and soil 
And all the growth must cherish. 

How great his work! How small my part! 
I wonder at my weakness, 

And his great patience fills my heart 
With gratitude and meekness. 


I know not what e’en heaven can giv» 
To blessed souls who gain it; 

I know God’s goodness it must show, 
For earth cannot contain it. 

And if eternity but rings 
With love, the same.sweet story 

That earth is telling every day— 
‘‘Thine, Lord, shall be the glory.” 

—Selected. 


~ Ge - ——_—_— 
REJECTING IDOLS. 


HARVEY L. EADS. 

KgeEp away, keep away, let my spirit have rest, 
All ye vanishing follies which tend to molest, 
And to hinder my progress in Heaven’s highway, 
From my soul, from my soul, keep away, keep away- 
Keep away, keep away, all ye idols of time, 
That are only a bind’rance and clog to the mind, 
That would be of no use, but would lead me astray, | 
From my body and soul, keep away, keep away. 
Keep away, keep away, let my spirit go free, 
That no heavenly gift be withholden from me, 
And that I may keep pace with the light of the day, } 
From my soul, from my soul, keep away, keep away. | 
Let me live with my Brethren and Sisters in love, 
And with them in sweet union and meekness improve 
By rejecting all evil by night and by day, 
Where all bondage and death keep away, keep away. 
O my soul keep awake, and be ready to flee, 
And to hide from the evil which you may foresee, 
And to be in your duty, this word you'll obey, 
And from all that is wrong, keep away, keep away. 

South Union, Ky. 


+ @p—_—_____—_ 
Wuere does the fault lie? It is estimated 
that about nine-tenths of the young men of 


our country never attend religious services 
—Christian ITome. 
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OUR MISSION. 


ABRAHAM PERKINS. 


By many the duties of life seem little 
comprehended. The prophet Isaiah in- 
forms us, that a way was to be opened, 
in which ‘* wayfaringmen, though fools, 
shall not err therein.” This way is be- 
fore us; and to walk in it is simply to be 
faithful in all the demands, concatena- 
tions and walks of life, so far us we 
have a revelation of the principles of 
‘ truth and right. As the evidence of a 
thing confirms its existeuce, so faith is 
established, the soul is convicted and 
conscience demands respect thereto, fol- 
lowed by an obligatory obedience to the 
knowledge of light received. In its em- 


brace, not only our acts and words are 
evolved, but our habits, our manners 
and very thoughts must be brought irto 
subserviency to principles that tolerate 


nothing other than angelic perfection. 
We are not justified in human frailties, 
simply because we are human; _ iadeed 
we are to become as gods, indued with 
a power akin to almighty, to be able to 
fulfill the destined mission of man. 

Man is subject to many annoyances. 
He is not infrequently baffled in the ex- 
ecution of the best and wisest of plans 
and prevented the performance of acts, 
on which hang the laws of health, the 
means of the support of life, of pros- 
perity financially, of measures for ac- 
quiring knowledge upon subjects vital to 
manhood, to character and even the des- 
tiny of souls. And here comes in the 
demands for the patience of saints. 
Under such circumstances, the right of 
self-defense, of proper and legitimate 
dignity and securing religious liberty 
and Christian protection, would present 
its.claims as justice and as a binding 





force of moral duty, when to fulfill chris- 


tian obligation, there existed but feeble 
power to maintain the Christ spirit. 

How true the testimony,—‘‘ Strait is 
the gate and narrow the way that leads 
to life, and few there be who find it!” 
With the knowledge of this fact, the 
professed Christian can but feel the im- 
portance of steps the most careful and 
well directed, of action the most meas- 
ured and purpose the most fixed and res- 
olute, lest in some unguarded hour, 
some moment of temptation or trial, he 
makes a false move; consequently his 
vision becomes obscure, and thus he 
loses the path which leads to deliverance. 

We should comprehend that the grand 
object of the creation of man is lost, 
unless eternal life, the acme of human 
labor, the end of human existence is 
found; and may it be remembered, this 
is never obtained, only as it is sought, 
and which is sure to be acquired, if our 
physical, moral and spiritual obligations 
are faithfully regarded. Hence a life in 
Christ generates godly fear, which is a 
restraint upon every species of vice, an 
inhibition of any and every act of defile- 
ment, and every color and shade of in- 
iquity ; it is a protest to every habit, 
manner, word or act, that is uncultiva- 
ted or gross, and death to every phase of 
life of a sensual or worldly character, 
Hence to every well developed and in- 
telligent mind, it is self-evident our mis- 
sion is perfect obedience to known light, 
and true submission to every revelation 
of truth, to the slaying and destruction 
of every idol and selfish passion of the 
heart. 

Enfield, N. H. 

> 


Sow good works, and thou shalt reap 


gladness. 
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Enfield, Conn., Sunday Eve. 
Jan. 1886. 

My Gospev Sister Epitu ;—It may 
not be too late to wish you and all gos- 
pel friends, ‘‘A happy New Year.” 
Another milestone in life’s journey is 
reached. We start upon a new cycle of 
time. Shall we not try to make some 
one’s way smoother or bardens a little 
lighter, or life brighter or braver? 
Sometimes cheering, encouraging words 
do more good than we have any idea of; 
s or the ‘‘word spoken in due season,” 
leading to just the thoughts we need, 
but which had not come to us unaided, 
and which lead us on to the true source 
of help. 

As the old year has passed, I think 
over what it has been and what the com- 
ing one may be with many conflicting 
emotions. It is so natural to long to 
know what our path willbe, and to reach 
out in vain endeavor to grasp something 
of the future. But we can only leave it 
in God’s hands, trusting and praying 
Him to fit-us for its duties, to guide us 
into straight paths, and to ‘‘work in us 
the good pleasure of His will.” 

I look back into the year just passed, 
recalling its various victories and fail- 
ures, its joys and delights, and its dis- 
appointments, and sorrows; and I look 
forward resolving to do better and to be 
better in the year that is to come. My 
heart is full of hope, and I have made 
many strong resolutions. Out of the 
fullness of my loving thought of you and 
your gospel companions, and my good 
wishes for you all, I will say, may all 
the blessings that you have desired for 
me, be blessed to your own hearts and 
lives. In gospel love, I am your father 
and brother in the gospel. 

Daniel Orcutt, 





QUESTIONS. 


WE question of the silence vast, 
Of souls that peopl» distant spheres ; 
What cf their future and their past? 
Have they our sorrows, joys and fears? 
Do the same flowers make glad their sight? 
The same birds sing? On their great seas 
Do ships like ours, with canvass white, 
Move stately, answering the breeze? 
Have they their Christ, their Christmas day? 
Know they Mahomet? Buddha? One, 
Or all or none? And do they pray? 
And have they wrought as we have dore? 
We cannot guess,—’tis hard indeed, 
Our own orb’s tale of its dim past 
Through centuries untold to read, 
And who its future shall forecast? 
We know the hand that holds in check 
The whirling worlds, each in its course, 
And saves the universe from wreck 
And peril,—this tremendous Force 
Holds likewise all our little lives ;— 
The suns and stars do all obey 
His bidding,—never planet strives 
To swerve from its appointed way 
The dangerous boon alone to us 
Is given—to choose ’twixt ill and well, 
Rebellion or obedience,--thus 
To build our heaven, or dig our hell. 
But one great thought our strength upholds ; 
Nothing shall perish! Though His rod 
Smites sore, His mercy still enfolds 
His own,—God’s souls are safe with God. 
—Celia Thaxter in March Cottage Hearth. 


—__—<@>——————_——___- 


OUR GOD. 


He may not heed a selfish prayer 
For ‘‘ me and only mine, ” 
Therefore of selfishness beware, 
Who ask for aid divine. 

So good is God to every one, 

His children should aspire, 

Who share his universal love, 
To deal ix everywhere.—M. W. ° 





+ 
<~or- 


The sum of Christian morality _ is—give 
and forgive, bear and forbear. 
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“THE HOUSE OF GOD.” 


P. E. FARNSWORTH. 
Is that the “*‘ House of God” where human art 
Displays itself in pictures on the walls— 
Whose lofty dome and altar— every part 
For human praise and admiration calls? 
Dwells God in temples such as ¢hat below, 
And is it there He doth his glory show? 
That fane was reared by human toil and skill, 
Its decorations speak of human pride, 
Which seeks with outward show the mind to fill 
And thus its own deformity to hide. 
Qn that gilt altar, beautiful, but cold, 
Appears no other sacrifice than gold. 
Is that God’s minister to mortals sent, 
Who comes to them with studied words to tell 
That they are d d to endl ish t, 
The tortures and the agonies of hell? 
Was that the gospel Jesus came to bring, 
That man is born to endless suffering ? 





How little of the simple, peerless grace 

In which the works of Nature all abound, 
Appears within that consecrated place, 

Or in the labored manuscript is found. 

The burdened soul that seeks relief in prayer, 
Repeats in vain the forms of worship there. 


But listen to the notes of sacred (?) song, 

That from behind a crimson curtain rise! 

Now peals the solemn organ loud and long, 

And now the voice in plaintive cadence dies. 

The measured tones that through that temple ring 
Proclaim the praise of—those that play and sing! 
Behold upon that turret, lifted high, 

The cross of Jesus, glittering in the sun, 

To tell the world that once there came to die 

For man a poor, despised and lowly one! 
Contrast his life of poverty and woe 

With all the pomp that fills the house below! 

*Tis not by building fanes that reach to heaven, 
That man is saved and God is glorified, 

Nor can the sins of any be forgiven 

Till they have overcome their selfish pride ; 

For what but pride would rear the cross in air 
Which on their shoulders men disdain to bear? 

* God dwelleth not in temples made with hands, ” 
Nor takes delight in studied forms of prayer, 

But where the human soul with love expands, 
His spirit finds a ready temple there ; 

And men should praise and worship God above 
By lives on earth of harmony and love. 


—Religio-Philosophical Journal. 


& 
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AmonG some old manuscripts, we find the 
following from the pen of David Parker, ad- 
dressed to his companions, in age, at a time, 
when considerable attention was being given 
to the study of Letter writing; at the close 
of a school taught by Bro. Seth Wells, of 





Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. We publish the article 
for its own merits, and for the pleasure it 
may confer upon many of Bro. David's 
friends. 


Shaker Village, N. H. Mar. 1833. 
BeLovep Companions ;- -Having been 
called to associate with you in your lit- 
erary productions for a few weeks past, 
and as the time has nearly closed which 
has been allotted us for the present, to 
improve in penmanship and in the writ- 
ing of letters, you will naturally expect 
something from me on the eve of our 
departure. 

Such a variety of sentiments and sub- 
jects, press upon my mind, that I hardly 
know upon which theme to touch; yet I 
cannot consistently refrain from saying 
a few words on two very serious and im- 
portant matters; although I do not 
aspire to an elaborate discussion or rhe- 
torical explanation of either; but sim- 
ply to express my own views. 

At the close of Br. Seth’s school here, 
he spared no pains to impress upon our 
minds and inculcate in our hearts, the 
necessity of obedience to gospel princi- 
ples. His remarks were such as should 
excite our warmest admiration. To me 
they have afforded much consolation. If 
we receive them, as we ought, and 
award them the attention they deserve, 
much good we shall derive therefrom. 

There is another heavenly virtue, em- 
bodied in our sacred structure, to which 
I would call your particular attention ; 
viz. Union. . By this is our compact 
linked together ; and the whole Church 
of Christ is based upon this foundation. 
Many, within my knowledge, have un- 
dertaken to get along in their own way, 
to be out of union, considering the prin- 
I have al- 


ciple of minor importance. 
ways noticed the failure of such individ- 
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uals to become true members of the 
Church of Christ. While those who 
have entered by the straight gate, care- 
fully yielding obedience and maintaining 
a gospel union, have always found bless- 
ing and prosperity. We ought, as a 
people to be united, to be peacemakers, 
to cultivate union with each other in all 
things. Never let any hard feelings, or 
disunion arise among ourselves, but be 
kind one to another; and above all 
should we yield obedience to those placed 


as Elders and leaders in the Church of 


Christ. As young Brethren and Sisters 
let us show them that courtesy, attention 
and respect, becoming our age, and their 
situation. We are amenable to them; 
and they are responsible agents in our 
behalf, and are amenable to a power 
that is above us all. 

Union and harmony must prevail 
among all the members of this consecra- 


ted compact, else it cannot exist. 


Are we aspiring for places of care 
and responsibility? Let us remember 
that we are first to become as clay in the 
hands of the potter ; willing to be mold- 
ed and fitted to any shape or pattern, 
which will render the most acceptable 
service in the House of God. 

We must walk in the Way of God as 
our souls have been blest to understand 
it. -Let our enlightened consciences be 
our guide. Let us consider how short 
and transient are the things of time com- 
pared to Eternity ; and what shall we be 
advantaged though we may gain the 
whole world and lose our own souls? 
None of us regret the little progress 
which we have made heavenward; but 
feel thankful for the measure of justifi- 
cation which we realize. Let us press 
onward for the prize. We all know 
where we can do the most good, and be 





the most serviceable and an honor to 
ourselves in the gospel. 

I have been so situated in life as to be 
placed in contact with all classes of peo- 
ple, and have had perhaps, severer tri- 
als of my faith than any of you. I 
have been offered all the alluring pleas- 
ures and indulgencies that this world can 
give, if 1 would retract my purpose and 
abandon my faith. Every temptation 
has been presented that could impede my 
progress and overshadow my soul; but 
Ihave always been determined to be 
honest and upright; and feel thankful 
that I have not been swayed nor enticed. 
All the flattering prospects the world can 
present, are but temporary, and com- 
pared to the nobler purpose of the self- 
denying Christian, are but a phantom. 
Our gospel home affords us every bless- 
ing ; not among the least of these is that 
of an approving conscience. 

We have had a peculiar privilege, the 
We 
have felt the union and approval of the 
Ministry, Elders, and our older Breth- 
rev and Sisters. We have received at 
their hands the most valuable instruc- 
tions and wisest counsels. They have 
spared uo paius to instill into our minds 


past winter to gain information 


and to implant in our souls the principles 
of the gospel. They now look to us, 
as heirs apparent, to their inheritance ; 
and hope to feel a dependence on us that 
the gospel transmitted to us may be 
handed down to our posterity, in its orig- 
inal purity. They feel greatly interested 
in our prosperity and welfare. We see 
them dropping away, one by one, like 
shocks of corn fully ripe. Ere long 
they will all be gone leaving us and our 
successors, as stewards in the household 
of faith. On faithfulness and 
obedience depend our justification. 


our 
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Are we prepared to take upon our- 
selves the important trusts which ere 
long must be committed to the rising 
geueration? Is our faith planted in the 
right soil? Are we confident that the 
world can never overcome us? Shall it 
be said of us that yet another class must 
come in and take our birthrights? Shall 
we not all unite and be upright and faith- 
ful? Or shall one or two of us be left 
to bear the burdens alone? I cannot be- 
lieve this for within reach of my voice, 
are quite a number of young companions 
endowed with faculties, which, if right- 
ly improved will do honor to the gospel. 

My dear companions, this is probably 
the last time, we shall convene together, 


at present, for instruction. I therefore 


embrace the privilege to ask for your 
prayers in my behalf that I may yet be 


saved. As we separate take with you 
my most fervent prayer for your welfare 
for I sincerely desire your happiness and 
prosperity; and trust that when the 
Summer is past and the harvest ended, 
we may receive the reward of our la- 
bors,—A crown of everlasting life. 
Your brother in Christ, 
David Parker. 


a 
> 


Copy of a Letter to a Jewish Preacher. 
Prof. Adler. 





EsTEEMED FRIEenp ;—Your discourse 
in Chickering Hall, New York, Nov. 
22, 1885, as briefly reported is to me 
more than interesting. ‘‘Go mend your 
‘* Cease to do evil learn to do 
well.” ‘*Execute righteous judgment 
between man and man.” ‘*The great 
need of the present religious situation is 
to show that the Law is of Divine ori- 
‘* This one divine element is left 
It 


ways.” 


gin.” 
to men and cannot be taken away. 





did not originate in experience, but is 


founded on an awful and transcendent 
sanction. And that the reformed Jews 
should elaborate the Moral Law ixto 
practical propositions, so as to right 
wrongs and establish justicenow. And 
bend themselves to the task of uplifting 
the moral condition of humanity.” 

Please to accept our thanks for these 
timely utterances. Without doubt the 
time is at hand to begin ‘‘ to finish traus 
gression, to make an end of sin, and to 
bring an everlasting righteousness.” 

The whole scope of the Old 1 estament 
is to these ends. . Indeed an analysis of 
that book, is *‘ Do no harm to yourself. 
Do no harm to others.” In other words, 
personally, keep hygienic law. Social- 
ly, keep moral law. 

If a man is intemperate he is also im- 
moral. These laws are inseparable, 
Practical goodness from divine motives, 
is religion, and rests on the observance 
of said laws; as a house does on its 
foundations. Hence the necessity for 
the awful, and transcendent sanction 
you have placed before us. These laws 
as formulated in the scriptures are as 
applicable to-day as when first given. 
The sanitary and financial laws of that 
code are now imperatively needed. It 
is a significant fact, that that measure of 
obedience to hygienic law which your 
people have carried down with them 
through the ages, has given them 4 
superiority wherever they have s0- 
journed. And has also enabled them 
more successfully to resist disease, con- 
tagious and epidemic, than the so-called 
Christians. 

If the people of your city would but 
imitate the orderly Jews who live amoug 
them, and abstain from the products of 
the dairy when flesh meats are on the 
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table, they would have clearer heads, be 
better men and women, and also save 
themselves from much ill health, and 
from nine tenths of the doctor’s bills 
they now pay. The amount of food 
saved thereby, would suffice to give a 
good dinner every day to every destitute 
person within the city’s limits. 

The non-observance of hygienic law 
by the populations called Christian, is 
evidence that they are of heathen ori- 
gin ; for ‘* The diseases of Egypt cleave 
unto them” as do their habits. Most 
certainly their ‘‘ speculative religion” 
has not saved them from sin nor from 
disease ; nor enabled them to bring in 
a present, much less an everlasting 
righteousness. Most assuredly the re- 
ligion ‘‘of the better day” will fulfill 
these requirements. 


. On every hand there are signs that the 
elements of a new era are at work. 
And your present word to the public, 
may be considered inspired. 
gods to whom the word of God came.” 

‘To do good to others at the expense of 


‘* Ye are 


self, is to be divine. This kind of di- 
vinity will be the corer stone of the 
Temple of the future. Standing in that 
divinity—in the afflatus that gave the 
law, and inspired the Prophets; both 
can be fulfilled, but not otherwise. 

Man being dual in his emotional life 
is capable of so standing, he can die 
to the lower and live in his higher life. 
Even as the lower life in men and wom- 
en, has brought forth the world as it is, 
so also will the higher life when in op- 
eration, bring forth an order of social 
life which can enter into, and abide with- 
in the Holy of Holies. Live the high- 
er life to-day, let it be a fixed fact, and 
the Law and the Prophets are fulfilled. 

Should all who are thus minded, unite 





their energies and their interests in up- 
lifting humanity, most surely no good 
thing will be with-held from them. 
Praying that your words may not re- 
turn unto you void, I have the happi- 
ness to be respectfully your friend, 
D. Fraser. 


ni 


TESTIMONY OF COMSTOOK BETTS. 
Wuen I first heard of the testimony 
maintained by Mother Ann Lee and the 
Elders with her, and understood the nat- 
ure of it, my mind was forcibly struck 
with doctrines which, though new and 
so consistent with 
truth and reason, and so much in harmo- 
ny with the testimony of Jesus Christ 
and his apostles. Their testimony was, 
that Christ had come ‘‘ the second time, 
without sin unto salvation;” that they 
had come as God’s witnesses to the peo- 
ple, and were sent to teach the way of 
salvation ; that all sin and every kind of 


strange, appeared 


iniquity was condemned ; that they had 
obtained power over sin; that the call 
of God to the people was, to confess all 
their sins to God, in the presence of his 
witnesses, and to forsake them forever. 
They also taught the necessity of con- 
fessing sin, and of hating and crucifying 
the carnal natu:e of the flesh, as the on- 
ly means by which souls could enter in 
at the strait gate, and walk in the nar- 
row way that leads to eternal life. 

All this appeared reasonable and right 
to me: for I did not believethat any one 
could follow Christ in the regeneration, 
while living in eny known sin. But my 
natural feelings, at that time, were very 
far from yielding obedience to this work. 
I presume I never should have been one 
of this despised and persecuted people, 
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called Shakers, if I could have found 
any other way, short of this humiliating 
way of the cross, in which I could have 
felt any real hope of acceptance with 
God. But I confess I could see no way 
of salvation, only in obedience to the 
cross. Many of the people who lived 
near me had embraced this testimony, 
and set out in this way, more than three 
years, before I confessed my sins. I 
fre:juently attended their meetings, and 
their worship appeared very solemn and 
heavenly to me. I felt more and more 
affected with my case: for I knew that I 
was a sinner. and expected, if I should 
continue in my sins, that I must be lost 
from God. 

In the summer of 1783, Mother Ann 
and the Elders tarried a short time at 
the house of Samuel Fitch, in Rich- 
mond, where I attended their meetings. 
Elder James Whittaker spoke, and open- 
ed the gospel in such a feeling and pow- 
erful manner, that it made the tears flow 
freely from my eyes. From this time, 
I believed, without a-doubt, that this 
was the only way of eternal life; and I 
have never had a doubt of it, from that 
day to this. But although I was fully 
convinced what my duty was; yet the 
cross was in the way. I saw evidently 
“that life and death were set before me, 
and that I must renounce all carnal 
pleasures, or lose my soul. When I 
came to weigh the matter seriously, I 
could not consent to sacrifice my soul for 
the purpose.of building up the flesh. I 
therefore came to a full determination to 
confess my sins, and forsake them for- 
ever. 

Accordingly, in August, 1783, I went 
to Daniel Goodrich, Sen. who was a 
leader among the people, and, confessed 
my sins before him. Soon after this, 





I went to see Mother and the Elders, at 
Watervliet, and was received with great 
kindness and charity. After tarrying 
several days, being convinced with what 
I had heard and seen, and feeling an in- 
crease of the work of God in my own 
scul, I returned home in peace. I soon 
went a second time, and had much op- 
portunity with Mother and the Elders, 
which I esteemed as a great privilege. 
In both of these visits, I was greatly 
satisfied with the godly example which 
was manifested in all their words and 
works. Their feelings seemed wholly 
devoted to do the will of God. 

I moved, to Watervliet late in the fall 
or beginning of winter, and lived there 
more than three years. I was daily 
conversant with Mother and the Elders, 
and was there when Elder William and 
Mother Ann deceased. Their testimo- 
ny against all sin was piercing and pow- 
erful, and they appeared to live fully up 
to their profession and testimony. They 
seemed to spare no pains to make the 
Brethren and Sisters comfortable, both 
in things spiritual and temporal; and 
they were ever free and liberal in ex- 
tending charity to the poor and needy. 
Their meekness and humility was mani- 
fest in all their conversation and deport- 
ment. Ihave often seen them weep, 
and thank God for the gospel, with the 
most heart-feeling sensibility. I received 
from time to time, many precious spirit- 
ual gifts of God from them, and was 
made joyful in God’s house of prayer. 

All manner of evil was spoken against 
them, before ever I set out to obey the 
gospel, by a persecuting generation, but 
I did not believe their evil reports; nor 
have I ever believed any of them since. 
Notwithstanding the base charges of 
their slanderers to the contrary, I can 
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testify that Mother and the Elders were 
very temperate in eating and drinking. 

I cap bear witness that Mother and 
the Elders taught the only way of eter- 
nal life; and that they faithfully walked 
in it themselves. In obedience to their 
instructions, I have obtained power over 
all sin, in my knowledge, and can see 
my way clear to the mansions of eternal 
rest; and I have no doubt that I shall 
continue in this sin-killing work notil I 
find complete victory over the least and 
last remains of a carnal nature. 

Hancock, Mass. 1827. 


+ 
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CHARITY. 





Coup I command, ‘with voice or pen, 
The tongues of angels and of men, 

A tinkling cymbal, sounding brass, 

My speech and preaching would surpass ; 
Vain were such eloquence to me, 
Without the grace of charity. 


Could I the martyr’s flame endure, 
Give all my goods to feed the poor— 
Had I the faith from Alpine steep 

To hurl the mountain to the deep— 
What were such zeal, such power to me 
Without the grace of charity ! 


Could I behold with prescient eye 
Things future, as the things gone by— 
Could I all earthly knowledge scan, 
And mete out heaven with a span— 
Poor were the chief of grief to me 
Without the chiefest—charity. 


Charity suffers long, is kind— 

Charity bears a humble mind: 

Rejoices not when ills befall, 

But glories in the weal of all; 

She hopes, believes, and envies not, 
Nor vaunts, nor murmurs o’er her lot. 
The tongues of teachers shall be dumb, 
Prophets discern not things to come, 
Knowledge shall vanish out of thought, 
And miracles no more be wrought, 
But charity shall never fail— 

Her anchor is within the veil. 

—The Catholic. 





AIM HIGH. 


WE often hear men sigh for riches, that 
they may become great. It does not require 
riches to aid the sorrowful, or to show others 
the way to lofty aims and noble purposes, and 
thus gain the love and esteem of all who 
know you. Why then settle down to a com- 
mon place, unimp«rtant life, when we can do 
our fellow creatures so much good, with so 
little exertion on our part? 

Place your stakes on a high point and climb 
to them, press upward toward the goal. No 
one need ever sit down and weep, as once a 
great conqueror wept, because of no more 
worlds to visit, no more wonders to contem- 
plate, and no more glorious exhibitions of Di- 
vine power and wisdom to behold. 

Many men have spent long and useful lives, 
doing good and making those around them 
truly happy; in other words they have made 
the world better because they have lived in it, 
and yet they are unknown to fame. 

Make it a habit to aim high, for habit soon 
develops into a second nature, and naturally 
conforms to custom, and itis all important 
to strike the right track, for on that hangs 
our future destiny. Men of genuine merit 
have been looked up to by the masses asa 
model, a leader, a great man. 

Don’t let our lives be passed in such a way 
that we shall say regretfully : 

“Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours, 
And ask them what report they bore to Heaven, 
And how they might have borne more welcome news. 

Perform every duty deliberately, carefully 
and honestly. Be kind, be good, be true, and 
strive each day to become more and more 
like Him, whose example we should kcep 
constantly before us. Then we shall be su- 
premely happy.—Selected. 


» 
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UPRIGHTNESS. 


I’tu keep my own house clean, 

So free from war and strife, 

That not a scowl is seen 

Upon my daily life. 

"Tis wrong to give offence, 

But more within my power 
Offence to never take, 

By watchfulness and care.—M. W. 
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THE RELIGION OF JESUS. 








FRoM generation to generation, since 
the day that Abel went out from his 
home with a slaughtered lamb as an of- 
fering to his God, people have been 
** getting religion.” |§ Whatever else he 
might have done, that act was ai evi- 
dence that he had ‘‘ got religion.” 
Even at the present day religion is ob- 
tained, many times, by offerings no less 
earthly than the one brought forward by 
the son of Adam. 

It is not uncommon to hear the sub- 
ject discussed with about the same inter- 
est as one would have in the ordinary 
affairs of business, and taken up or de- 
ferred to suit the convenience of the 
times. Bible reading, church going and 
hymn singing have been considered the 
most propitious avenues through which 
A 
formal declaration of some creedal cere- 
mony or belief and the whole work is 
consummated and religion is obtained. 

Some persons talk of ‘‘ getting relig- 
ion” as they do of buying and selling 
cattle. Its value rises and falls, agree- 


to reach this peculiar quatification. 





ably to the demand. One day in seven 
is set apart as being essentially necessa- 
ry for the religious development of the 
mind, and for the recitation of long, 
formal prayers. It is the display of 
churchal attainments rather than an in- 
centive to the work of righteousness. 

The Rev. Samuel Jones, the southera 
evangelist, does not hesitate to inform 
the people that some of the worst ene- 
mies of God’s word are thoze who oc- 
cupy the pulpit, and in that assertion, 
as broad and as uncalled for as it may 
be, it has a marked agreement with one 
of the scathing rebukes made by Jesus. 
‘* Woe unto you Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites, for you shut up the kingdom 
of heaven against men.’ You neither go 
in yourselves, neither suffer you them 
that are entering to go in.” Matt. 
xxiii: 13. 

This style of religion may do for one 
class of people, but it does not impress 
the mind with a very high, moral tone. 
Its tendency is strongly toward the world, 
in which selfishness occupies a promi- 
nent place. It was not so with Jesus. 
He was enthusiastic on the subject ot 
the kingdom of God. To him this was 
the kingdom of righteousness. A place 
where people did that which was right. 
He prayed that the kingdom might be 
with his disciples, even within them. 
They had thougit of it as a distant city 
iato which the Christian will march to 
the music of the harp, and to the wav- 
ing of palm branches. 

Jesus gave his disciples to understand 
that while they were moving toward the 
kingdom of God that kingdom was com- 
ing toward them, and finally the two 
would be one, and that union, was relig- 
ion. 

A major general of the army may 
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have religion even while ordering the 
destruction of life and property and 
while making thousands of his tellow 
men to endure a miserable existence. 
He is a member of the church militant 
and its prayers and psalms have secured 
him a place in that kingdom over which 
they may have a dominant.right. But 
this would hardly stand by the side of 
that doctrine which we have learned from 
the Teacher. What doeshe say? ‘‘Bless- 
ed are the peacemakers for they shall be 
called the children of God,” and by this 
it would seem that the children of God 
or those who accepted the religion of Je- 
sus were to be known as peacemakers. 

All the acts of his life gave abundant 
evidence that the establishment of this 
divine quality of the mind was an essen- 
tial feature of his sacred mission. With 
Jesus, the getting of religion was to get 
into a merciful frame of miad. The 
selfish, dominant spirit that so thorough- 
ly ruled in the hearts of the children of 
this world, could not be permitted to en- 
ter within the boundaries of the king- 
dom of God. Jesus was not only gen- 
erous to an especial friend, but he gave 
his whole life for the benefit and spiritu- 
al blessing of his fellow man, those who 
would be his disciples must follow his 
example. 

In his discourse the Gentiles were 
brought forward as the representatives 
of a selfish class who speculated and 
contended about their articles of diet and 
no less about the wearing of their gar- 
ments. Religion with them consisted 
largely in the observance of some rules 
that had reference to food or clothing. 
The religion of Jesus moved in another 
channel and observing the strong inclina- 
tion that occupied the minds of his dis. 
ciples on the subject, he very wisely re- 





marked, ‘*Be not over anxious about 


what you shall eat, or what you shall 
drink or about the garments that you 


shall wear. It is better to seek first the 


kingdom of God and his righteousness.” 
Learn to do right, agreeably to the best 
light that God gives and the religion of 
Jesus, or the heavenly home will not be 


far from us. 

Jesus manifested very little interest in 
the religious ceremonies of the Jewish 
Church. He could héal the sick on the 
Sabbath or provide food for the suste- 
nance of his disciples, and considered 
himself as doing quite right, although 
the Pharisees strongly objected. 

With them, Sunday was holy. Fires 
were not to be built, and of course no 
food could be cooked, and if a person 
was so unfortunate as to be taken sick 
on the Sabba‘h, the physician was not 
to be called till the next day. 

Jesus made religion a practical right- 
eousness. The welfare of man stood 
first. If he was sick, he should be 
healed. If he was hungry, he should 
provide food. If he was cold, he sheuld 
build a fire. Ail this was a reasonable 
service for the protection of the body, 
and the maintenance of health, that the 
owner might be better able to govern 
the influences and passions of his own 
mind and then have more of humanity 
with which to serve God. 





Sanitary. 





How to Distnrect CLoTHING AND Sick 
Rooms.—Clothing which requires disinfecting 
should be submitted for about three hours to 
a temperature of 250 degrees ina chamber 
charged with sulphur fumes from a large quan- 
tity of sulphur. The chamber should be so 
constructed as to prevent the fumes from pass- 


ing off. .No germs can stand this, 
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After a room has been used by a person sick 
with any contagious disease, it becomes nec- 
essary to disinfect it before it is fit to be used 
again. This is done by removing and burn- 
ing the paper on the walls, removing the bed- 
stead and other furniture, and exposing them 
to air and wind, and giving them a fresh coat 
of varnish; by having the mattress made over 
new and the hair boiled; by burning in the 
room three pounds of sulphur, and by white- 
washing, painting and papering the room 
anew. 

Now that itis generally conceded that con- 
sumption is caused by germs which multiply 
in the lungs, a method of disinfecting them, 
which shall be harmless has been sought for, 
but, as yet without avail. The vapor of cre- 
osote, the oi] of the eucalyptus and carbolic 
acid have been tried, and, to some extent, 
they may paralyze or stun the germs and pre- 
vent their rapid increase ; but as the passages 
of the lungs are delicate, and the vapor can- 
not be brought very near to them without in- 
jury, the good effects are slight. But there 
is one method which cannot fail to prove ben- 
eficial, and thai is the inhalation oflarge quan- 
tities of fresh, pure air. This is worth more 
than any disinfectant for the lungs, and can 
do no harm.— The Herald of Health. 
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Wuat We Eat.—The wonder is‘seeing how 
fast we eat, and what we eat, and how often 
we eat, and how adulterated the food is we 
get to eat that we are as wellas we are 
Take baking powder for instance. It is chiefly 
composed of bicarbonate of soda, cream of 
tartar and starch, which must disarrange the 
digestive organs. All alkalies persistently 
used are bad for health. Moral.—Get veri- 
table yeast when ycu can, and the very best. 
Try for a month the Graham flour from Dans- 
ville or the Omnia flour from the Grainlet Co. 
—The Herald of Health. 





Neither hammer nor az. The building up 
of the church is a silent hidden process. 
Outward, visible agencies must be employed, 
but the real constructive forces are out of 
sight. Truth works secretly and silently in 
the souls of men. 





SPIRITUAL LIFE. 


CHARLES JULIUS PRETER. 


‘* A HoLy and spiritual mind does not 
suffer himself to be led to the indulgence 
of inordinate affections, impure and flesh- 
ly desires, but subjects them to an illu- 
minated and sanctified spirit. No con- 
flict is so severe, as his own labors to 
subdue himself; but in this he must be 
continually engaged, if he would be 
strengthened in the inner man, and make 
real progress towards perfection. An 
humble knowledge of thyself therefore, 
is a more certain way of leadiug thee to 
God, than the most profound investiga- 
tions to science. Purity of conscience, 
and holiness of life, must ever be pre- 
ferred before it; but because men are 
more solicitous to learn much, than to 
live well, they fall intoerror, and receive 
little or no benefit from their studies. 
But if the same diligence was exerted 
to eradicate vice, and implant virtues, 
so much daring wickedness would not 
be found among the common ranks of 
people, nor so much licentiousness dis- 
grace those who are eminent for knowl- 
edge. Assuredly in the day of judg- 
ment it will not be inquired, what we 
have learned, or what profession we have 
made, but what good we have done, and 
how holy we have lived. He is truly 
good, who has great charity ; he is tru- 
ly great, who is little in his own estima- 
tion, and rates as nothing the summit of 
earthly honor; he is truly wise, who 
‘counts all earthly things but as dross, 
that he may win Christ ;’ and he is tru- 
ly learned, who has learned to abandon 
his own will and do the will of God.” 

Union Village, Ohio. 
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Use temporal things, but desire eternal. 
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Christ’s Second Appearing. No. 2. 
JAMES 8. PRESCOTT. 

In answer to the question. By what 
authority are believers in Christ’s Sec- 
ond Appearing required to live lives of 
virgin celibacy? We answer. By the 
highest authority known among men! 
God has declared that he will have a 
pure people on the earth, whose hands 
are not stained with blood; whose lives 
are consecrated to God ; whose time and 
talents are devoted to the upbuilding of 
his Zion on earth. He will have such 
a people in this day, or he will have 
none at all. He will accept nothing 
short of this—sacrifice ; because, ‘‘ Now 
is come salvation and strength, the king- 
dom of our God, and the power of his 
Christ,” and all excuse on account of 
the weakness of the flesh is taken away 
from Believers in this day, whose lives 
and character are clearly set forth in the 
apocalypse. 

** And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood 
on the Mount.of Zion, and with him an 
hundred forty and four thousand, hav- 
ing his Father’s name written in their 
foreheads.” Rev. xiv: 24. ‘*These are 
they which follow the Lamb whitherso- 
ever he goeth.” These were redeemed 
from among men, being the first fruits 
unto God and the Lamb; and in their 
mouth was found no guile; for they 
were without fault before the throne of 
God.” Rev. xiv; 1,4,5. ‘For the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day 
and night ; and they overcamehim, (i.e. 
the accuser,—a false lying spirit,) by 
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
uf their testimony ; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death.” Rev. xii; 
10, 11. That is,—their own carnal 





lives, which they freely lay down, for 
the sake of a higher and a greater life. 
It is not enough for Believers in Christ’s 
Second Appearing, to live the life of 
Christ, which is the blood of the Lamb; 
but they fee! it their indispensable duty, 
on all proper occasions, to add thereto, 
the word of their testimony, for they 
find in it, a powerful auxillary, in over- 
coming the world in themselves, and 
often times the power of God goes with 
their testimony, and the whole assembly 
feel its power. 
‘* Stand ye fast O my soul! 

Fight for the victory, 

Keep thy sword forever drawn, 

Against the old deceiver ; 

Never flinch at the cross, 

Yield to no temptation, 

Count all earthly things but dross, 

To gain complete salvation.” 

If the number named, an hundred 
forty and four thousand, being the first 
fruits unto God and the Lamb, what 
must the number be in the general har- 
vest of souls, at the end of a thousand 
years, of Christ’s reign upon earth?— 
We apprehend there is more danger of 
the world coming to an end, in conse- 
quence of its inhabitants living in con- 
stant and perpetual violation of the laws 
of reproduction of the humanrace, than — 
we have of their following the example 
of Christ in living lives of virgin celiba- 
cy. As free agents we can choose which 
ever we will, and then abide by the 
choice we have made. It is asserte? on 
good authority that the earth is under a 
curse from one end to the other; if this 
be so, I can see no way it can be redeem- 
ed from that curse, only in obeying the 
gospel of Christ’s Second Appearing. 
‘** Now is come salvation and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of his Christ.” Rev. xii: 10. 

North Union, Ohio. 
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From the Youth’s 
Bible Class. 


‘* Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Matt. 
axv. 40. 

Tuese are beautiful words spoken by our 
Savior. How often we should be reminded 
of the lesson which they teach, as it comes 
in our way to assist a friend, or one who is in 
need. 

We think it would prompt us to do very 
many kind acts and to speak many kind words, 
should we bear this thought in mind: 

‘*Inasmuch as ye do it unto the least of 
these ye do it unto me. ” 

‘* We sometimes hear that it is more bles3- 
ed to give than to receive,” and as we be- 
lieve this to be true, we will ever strive to do 
the kind acts, and speak the kind word to 
others that I would they should give unto me. 

And asI refer to these beautiful words of 
our Savior I am reminded of the instructio: s 
that I daily receive from dear and loved 
friends who have so long cared for and taught 
me how to live a virgin life. Edith Gould. 

Enfield, N. H. 








** By their fruits ye shall know them. 
Matt. vii. 20. 

In this way do we know from what we see 
around us in the physical world. We know 
a tree or plant by the fruit which it bears, 
" and thus our lives are and will be known. 

If young persons bear in their lives the 
fruits of gentleness, honesty, and kindness 
we say of them they are striving to be pure 
in spirit and to live virtuous lives. I will 
pray that my life may bear some semblance 
to this fruit. 

I will strive to cultivate all the beautiful 
Christian virtues that my friends may feel 
that I am cherishing, carefully in mind their 
kind teachings. Jennie E. Loude. 

Enfield, N. H. 


ee eS \ 

How beautiful is that simple prayer which 
it is said the Breton sailors are wont to utter 
when launching out upon the heaving ocean: 





‘“‘Keep me, my God; my boat is so small, | 
and thy ocean is so wide!” 


Cannon Farrar says, ‘If Christianity is 
to hold her own, Christians must beware of 
stagnant doctrines and deud theologies. Pro- 
phetic were the words of John Robinson to 
the Pilgrim Fathers: ‘I am persuaded of the 
Lord that he hath more truth’ to break out of 
his Scriptures. ’ 

Theology must learn to chaage her line 
voluntarily and by herinsight, and not be 
forced to do so only when the strangling grasp 
of science or criticism is at her throat. And 
above all, America must show to the world 
the true ideal of national righteousness. You 
are, or soon will be, the greatest in strength, 
the most affluent in wealth, of all the nations of 
the world. Why? Mainly, I believe, because 
your fathers feared God. God has said, ‘ Him 
that honors me I will honor.’ Will America 
dare to spurn the low degrees by which she 
did ascend? I believe she will be preserved 
from these perils by the memories of the 
dead and by the virtues of the living. I be- 
lieve she will justify to humanity her majes- 
tic taith in man. I believe it is for these ob- 
jects that God has given her the atmosphere 
and stainless azure above her head, and 
boundless territory beneath her feet, and riv- 
ers that plow her fertile fields, and double 
oceans sweeping her illimitable shores. ”— 
Christian Union. 
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WHOLESOME ADVICE. 





Hvar and learn to be silent. _Be si- 
lent and learn to remember. Remem- 
ber and learn to do accordingly. All 
that you see, judge not. All that you 
hear believe not. All that you knew 
tell not. All that you can do, do not. 
Goods lost, some lost. Courage lost, 
Ifonor lost, more lost. Soul 

dy giving alms, you lose 


much lost. 

lost, all lost. 
By being unjust, you enrich not. 
If you ever 


not. 
By lying, you profit not. 
speak anytliing, think first and look nar- 
rowly what you speak, where you speak, 
of whom you speak and to whom you 


speak, lest you bring yourself into great 
trouble.—Mental Guide. 





THE MANIFESTO. 


THE BEACON. 
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CANTERBURY, N. H. 


1. Far out up-onLife’s o-cean We seethe com-ing _ sail! 
2. Hold out the bea-con clear -ly,—Sal - va-tion’s glo-rious ray; 
3. In vain we cry the blessing, Still waiting on the shore; 


The waves are in com-mo-tion As old tra- di- tions fail. 
Not in the past nor fut-ure, We see its light to - day. 
A- wake to act- ive service, And ply the labor-ing oar. 








on, brave Ship of Prog-ress, Con - tend with craftand creed 
present rev-e-la - tion Light up the darksome tide, 
na-tions thirst for knowledge,—Where is the Sav-ior found? 
































Un-til the suffering millions By light and truth are freed. 
Un-til our mneed-y comradesIn _ har-bor safe- ly ride. 
Let vir-gins sing the ad-vent, With no un- cer- tain sound. 


Pro} 
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HANNAH SHEPARD. 


‘* He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me.” 

THE above quotation, selected from 
the many beautiful sayings of our Sav- 
ior, was evidently not intended for the 
mass of mankind, but for those who 
would be the disciples of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ; to the children of the resur- 
rection, and to those having au aspira- 
tion above the plane of nature. 

‘¢ The children of this world marry 
and are given in marriage.” ‘I his class 
who have accepted no higher mission 
should devote themselves faithfully for 
the best good of their families, and are 
in no wise justified in slirking this re- 
sponsibility under any condition whatev- 
er. Those who would follow Chri.t in 


the regeneration upon whom the end of 


the world must come, if they can com- 
prehend his mission to become the Sav- 
ior of souls, they are then under the ob- 
ligation and requirement to forsake all 
he did. 

No man can be divided in his affec- 
tions and effect any good purpose. 
Whatever a man loves best, for that ob- 
ject will he give his first and best thought, 
and other interests will be sevondary. 
Love is the motive power of the Chris- 
tian, which wills all his undertakings. 
The truest test of love for any person is 
a willingness to serve and please him. 
‘If ye love me ye will keep my com- 
mandments.” We would not suppose 
that our Savior demanded any special 
consideration for himself; it would not 
compare with his character of self-for- 


getfulness. The pure, sinless testimony 





of full separation from the world is what 
he lived and preached. This was his 
life. 

Some months ago we had the pleasure 
of meeting a man the father of two 
lovely daughters. We thought he was 
fully ripe for the ‘‘ harvest work” as he 
seemed to comprehend the life of Christ 
in its entire separation from the world. 
Yet when the test came, Can you live 
it? we grieve to say he was unwilling 
to make the sacrifice, Why? Because 
his darling daughters were his idols and 
more to him than all the world beside, 
yea, more than his or their salvation. 

Now, this man must have been a good 
father and his example worthy of emu- 
lation for those who have a home on the 
‘*earth plane ;” but those called to live 
a spiritual life which is the Christ life, 
find these earthly ties impede their march 
heavenward, inasmuch as they absorb 
the love affection which should be 
given to God. ‘Strait is the gate and 
narrow the way which leadeth unto life 
and few there be that find it.” 

Canterbury, N. H. 

LS 
THE BROOM. 


and 


To and fro moves the broom 
Across the room. 
With active grace, 
It seeks each place, 
While the guiding hand, 
With a firm and forceful motion, 
Seems to understand, 
And pay a true devotion 
To the sacred art of neatness, 
To the purity and sweetness 
That should reign in every room, 
Through tne service of the broom. 


Earnestly the patient broom 

Seeks the shreds throughout the room; 
Gives to corners zealous care, 

Lest the atoms lurking there 

Breathe a strain upon the air. 
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Many feet maybe have met, 
And their impress there have set. 
But the broom in circling round 
Makes of all one common ground. 
Gathered in a centered heap, 
Each with all communion keep, 
Like the thoughts of men that come and go; 
Then together like a river flow. 


Living lessons, grand and strong, 
Are taught in this the house broom’s song— 
Day by day, 
Prepare the way, 
Sweep from out the soul its selfish aiming! 
Sweep away the greed cf foolish gaming! 
Sweep from side, from corner, and trom 
center, 
Loose the shutters, let God’s sunlight enter ; 
Crowning conscience with her trusty broom 
As she purifies the worker's room. 
—Inter-Ocean. 








From the Little 
Children. 





Wuen working in the kitchen or dining 
room, not any more than six plates or sau- 
cers should be taken, and not more than four 
cups, and when we have large pitchers to take 
we should never take more than one, unless 
they are empty. When we clear off a table 
the tood should be taken off first, then take 
off the dirty dishes, then take off the castors 
and brush the crumbs off with a brush or 
cloth, then get some warm water and put 
alittle soap into the water and a cloth and 
wash the table clean, then sweep the floor, 
then set the tables neatly and shut the doors. 

S. P. 


HOW BEES MAKE HONEY. 

Tue first thing, they go and try to find a 
flower to get some honey from and then they 
call the other bees to go with them until they 
all geta place. Then they goto work and 
fill their honey bags but I never knew before 
that they had a honey bag. I thought that 
they carried it on their feet because I have 
seen something on their feet but that was 
yellow. L. G. W. 






Enfield, N. H. Feb. 1886. 

Dear E.;—I sen! you my love. I am 
trying to be a good yirl. I am well and hap- 
py- »Iam learning a piece to speak. I like 
to hear what is said in our meetings on the 
Sabbath. I love my teachers very much. 
I love all my little companions, and will be 
kind to them. This is all I can think of 
now. So good bye. M. R. 


+> 
or 





He thought some restrictions should be put 
upon those who claim to heal by spirit aid. 
The practice of medicine was a science, and 
even spirits could only know what to prescribe 
through a medium by having acquired that 
knowledge on the earth plane. The laws 
were framed in order to secure the best talent 
for the sufferers. It was not a proper, a safe 
thing to prescribe by a spirit who did not know 
the value and force of prescriptions. If the 
mediums would try and acquire some knowl- 
edge and then callin spirit aid, and know 
what the spirit was prescribing, it would be 
better. If the mediums are prepared by study 
and then the spirits assist them, they would 
have every right to practice. The speaker 
was fully convinced that while there were 
some genuine clairvoyant mediums, that 99 
out of 100 who advertised in the daily papers 
were frauds and impostors.—Judge Dailey in 
R. P. Journal. 


~~ 
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{Contributed by R. Cumings.] 

ENGRAVE upon your hearts, ‘‘ Whatsoever 
ye do, do it heartily, as unto the Lord.» 
Then take up, piece by piece, the work he 
lays before you, and do{it thoroughly. It may 
look little and insignificant all the way, but 
at the end the golden grains shall have made 
a shining mountain. Never fold your hands 
idly, and say you were made'for better things. 
Prove it by doing well the task He sets. 

— Fielding. 





Tue ultimate of Christian excellence is not 
attained, until we are in possession of that 
love, which, as the Apostle tells us, worketh 
no ill to his neighbor, lending to the fulfill- 
ment of the Savior’s injunction, ‘As ye 


would-that men should do unto you, do ye 








even so to them. "—A. E. N. 
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Pooks and Papers. 





Tue Pansy for April is filled with pleasant stories 
for children, and no less pleasant and interesting for 
mature minds. ‘Six o'clock in the Evening,” is a 
story for the illustration of the Scriptures, and every 
child will be made better for reading it. In the Al- 
phabet of Great Men, we have Henry Obookiah of 
Hawaii. Pub. by D. Lathrop & Co., Boston, Mass. 


Heratp or Heattn. Apr. Contents; How to 
strengthen the Memory; Temperance Physiology ; 
A Talk with a Patient; Hot water cure; Studies in 
Hygiene for Women, etc. etc., Dr. M. L. Holbrook, 
13 & 15 Laight St.N. Y. $1.00 a year. 


Love’s Lieut is issued quarterly. The Subscrip- 
tion price is ten’cents per year. Single copies five 
cents. Advertising rates one inch, one time, fifty 
cents. Iwo months, seventy five cents. One year, 
one dollar. Special rates for largerspace. All com- 
munications must be addressed to the Editor. Mary 
H. Plunkett. White Cross Hall, Detroit. 


Tue PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL & SCIENCE OF 
Heattse. Apr. Contents. John B. Gough, the 
Apostle of Temperance ;—Familiar Talks with our 
Young Readers;—A New Dectrine of Evolution; 
Phreno Mesmerism; The Christian Religion; Puck 
and Brownie; Edward Everett; What is Paralysis; 
Treatment of Catarrh; Alcohol and Science; Notes 
in Science and Industry, ete, etc. FOWLER & WELLS 
Co., 753 Broadway, N.Y. $2.00 a year. 





Deaths. 





Elder Ym. H. Wetherbee, at Church Fam- 
ily, Shirley, Mass. Mar. 14, 1886. Age, 76 
yrs. 1 mo. and 26 days. 


John L. Decker at Second Family, Wa- 
tervlict, N. Y. Mar. 16, 1886. Age 72 yrs. 
11 mo. and 11 days. 


Rebecca Adams at Church Family, Can- 
terbury, N. H. March 29, 1886. Age 64 
yrs. 7 mo. and 10 days. 


Tucinda Firman at Sec. Family, Enfield, 
N. H. Apr. 4, 1886. Age 78 yrs. 9 mo. 
and 4 days. 


Betsey Hartford at Sec. Family, Enfield, 
N. H. Apr. 6, 1886. Age 78 yrs. 9 mo. 
and 12 days. 





WHAT IS IN A NAME? 


F. W. EVANS. 

Havine, for many years, occupied the po- 
sition of Elder in the Gathering Order of the 
Society of Shakers, in Mount Lebanon, Co- 
lumbia County, New York, U.S. A. And, 
also, that of Public Preacher; my name has 
been widely circulated. Many times, to my 
gr¢at annoyance, I am spoken of as the 
‘* head or Leader” of the whole Shaker Or- 
der, which is composed of seventeen societies. 

Probably, one reason for this undesired 
personal prominence has been the fact, that I 
have written for over fifty newspapers and 
megazines; and that many times the articles 
have been extensively copied by other publi- 
cations; also, I am the author of several 
books and pamphlets and tracts; &c. The 
result is, as above stated, that I am frequent- 
ly referred to as being the Leader of the 
American Shakers; when in reality, I am on- 
ly one among many leaders, some of whom 
are my Official superiors. Hereafter, if pub- 
lic writers will please bear this in mind, and 
think and speak of me accordingly, it will 
save me from many an unpleasant sensation 
and I shall be thereby much obliged. 

Doctrinal Matters. Again, a book has 
been published called *‘ Shaker Theology ;” 
and, at Canterbury, Shaker Village, N. H. a 
paper is published entitled ‘‘ The Manifesto.” 

If in any of my communications to the 
public I have. or may hereafter, express doc- 
trinal views differing from, or at variance 
with the present theology of the above named 
publications; I desire the readers to consid- 
er them as either heretical, or as expressing 
the increasing light of the Church; just as 
they feel impressed. In either case, I wish 
it distinctly understood that the responsibili- 
ty rests entirely upon the writer, whom the 
press have so often favorably noticed, and 
uniformly so kindly entreated. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


KIND WORDS. 

National Military Home, 

Montgomery Co., Ohio, Apr. 1886. 
Editor, Manifesto ;—‘‘Tue MANIFESTO” is a 
welcome visitor to many an inmate of this 
home and to our Library. . The three vol- 
umes of the “Shaker and Shakeress,” 4 
monthly publication of 1873,—74&75, I re- 
ceived with the Index and had neatly bound 
and they are now added as No. 8493 to our 
Tuomas Lisrary. Hoping and believing 
that The Manifesto will be read with inter- 
est, and aid in building up what is pure and 
ennobling,— I am fraternally, 

Frederic Haase. 








